
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL HEADS DEEP INTO SIBERIA IN SEARCH OF RUSSIAN YETI 
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 1 

 

American explorer Mike Libecki Investigates Mysterious Deaths of Nine Students and 
Uncovers Something Truly Horrifying 

 

(Los Angeles, Calif.) – On February 2, 1959, nine college students hiked up the icy slopes of the Ural 

Mountains in the heart of Russia but never made it out alive.  Investigators have never been able to give 

a definitive answer behind who – or what – caused the bizarre crime scene.  Fifty-five years later, 

American explorer Mike Libecki reinvestigates the mystery – known as The Dyatlov Pass incident – but 

what he uncovers is truly horrifying.    

 
RUSSIAN YETI: THE KILLER LIVES, a 2-hour special airing Sunday, June 1 at 9 PM ET/PT on the Discovery 

Channel, follows Mike as he traces the clues and gathers compelling evidence that suggests the 

students’ deaths could be the work of a creature thought only to exist in folklore. 

 
Based on diary accounts, forensic evidence and files that have just recently been released, Mike pieces 

together the graphic stories in search of what really happened that evening.  According to the 

investigators at the time, the demise of the group was due to a "compelling natural force."  The 

students’ slashed tent was discovered first with most of their clothing and equipment still inside.  Next, 

the students’ bodies were found scattered across the campsite in three distinct groups, some partially 

naked and with strange injuries including crushed ribs, a fractured skull, and one hiker mutilated with 

her eyes gouged out and tongue removed. 

 
The mysterious scene left more questions than answers.  Why was the tent slashed from the inside?  

Why would the victims leave their clothing behind in subzero weather?  Could it have been a 

government top secret weapon that killed them?  Or an indigenous local tribe that lashed out for 

trespassing on their land?  But perhaps most strange of all, why did the Soviet government suppress the 

autopsy and other reports for 30 years? 

 



Mike first heard about the Dyatlov Pass incident on a climbing expedition in 2011 and since then has 

become obsessed with the case.   “I’ve spent a lot of time alone in the mountains and have had my 

share of near-death experiences,” he said.  “I know if I went missing, I’d want my family to know what 

happened to me.” 

 
Determined to find answers, Mike hires Russian translator Maria Klenokova to join him.  Together, they 

set out to one of the most remote and inhospitable places on Earth.  However, nothing prepared them 

for what they were about to discover.  Following the trail of evidence, Mike finds proof that the hikers 

were not alone – a photograph, taken by one of the hikers a day before they died that suggests that 

they encountered a Yeti.  But just how far will they go to find the answers?   

 
RUSSIAN YETI: THE KILLER LIVES is produced for Discovery Channel by Raw.  For Raw, Executive Producer 

is Richard Bond.   For Discovery Channel, Executive Producers are Michael Sorensen and Sarah Davies.  

To learn more, go to www.discovery.com, on Facebook at Facebook.com/discovery and on Twitter 

@Discovery.   

About Discovery Channel 

Discovery Channel is dedicated to creating the highest quality non-fiction content that informs and 

entertains its consumers about the world in all its wonder, diversity and amazement. The network, which 

is distributed to 98 million U.S. homes, can be seen in 225 countries and territories, offering a signature 

mix of compelling, high-end production values and vivid cinematography across genres including, 

science and technology, exploration, adventure, history and in-depth, behind-the-scenes glimpses at the 

people, places and organizations that shape and share our world. For more information, please 

visit www.discovery.com. 

 
About Discovery Communications 

About Discovery Communications: Discovery Communications (Nasdaq: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK) is the 

world’s #1 pay-TV programmer reaching 2.5 billion cumulative subscribers in more than 220 countries 

and territories. Discovery is dedicated to satisfying curiosity, engaging and entertaining viewers with 

high-quality content on more than 200 worldwide television networks, led by Discovery Channel, TLC, 

Animal Planet, Investigation Discovery and Science, as well as U.S. joint venture networks OWN: Oprah 

Winfrey Network and the Hub Network. Discovery also is a leading provider of educational products and 

services to schools, including an award-winning series of K-12 digital textbooks, and a digital leader with 

http://www.discovery.com/
http://www.discovery.com/


a diversified online portfolio, including Discovery Digital Networks. For more information, please visit 

www.discoverycommunications.com. 

 
Press Contacts:  
Laurie Goldberg, laurie_goldberg@discovery.com, 310-975-1631 
Phil Zimmerman, phil_zimmerman@discovery.com, 310-849-9808 
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